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From our Family to Yours. 
 

Dear Mediclinic Nelspruit  

 

“A Hero is an ordinary individual who finds the strength to persevere and endure in spite of 
overwhelming obstacles” – Christopher Reeve 

 

Although we cannot begin to fathom the challenges you must be facing during this pandemic, 
we can help carry you through with prayer and motivation. Our gift may be small, but we hope it 
will help kindle the fire in you, the same fire that led your to be a health worker, a hero, in the first 
place. May this be a reminder that no matter how harsh the winds of frustration and fatigue keeps 
blowing, there is a community that appreciates you! 

We thank you for your ongoing efforts. The sweat and tears and the price you pay every day to 
keep fighting the battle on the front lines. Your labours are not in vain!  

Today’s event hits close to home as many of our employees have been affected by the virus, 
losing close friends and family members. It is even more true now, because at the time of this 
writing, the captain of our ship, Frans Schütte is diagnosed with Covid-19 and he’s in the capable 
care of the doctors and supporting staff at Mediclinic Nelspruit. We have peace in knowing he is 
well taken care of and on the path to recovery thanks to the efforts of the Mediclinic Team. 

 

The “From our Family to Yours” initiative, inspired by Mandela Day, has been made possible by the 
Schütte Group of Companies, The Family Advice Council and the Family Forum. 

We also want to say thank you to OK Letsitele for their huge contribution in sponsoring the wors 
and to West Pack Lifestyle Nelspruit for sponsoring the styrofoam packaging. 
 

 

About the Schütte Group of Companies: 

• Number of companies: 29 
• Number of employees: 303  
• Reported Covid-19 cases: 26 
• Active cases: 11 
• Recoveries: 15 

 

Frans Schütte and Mathews Phosa Inc. White River, has proved to be a heavyweight in the 
settlement of RAF Claims, fighting for those who’s voices are drowning in injustice. 
 
Braemar Estates in White River, Cottondale Game Ranch, Gravelotte, and Siluwe hunting is family 
owned and family managed by Frans’s children, while Idwala Carriers in Tzaneen is managed by 
Sareta’s brother. Kilima Private Game Reserve and Spa, Sojourn Guest House and Extreme ATV is 
also successful members of the group. 
 
To help manage the Schütte Group’s finances, HR and marketing there is Saturn Management 
Company, situated in White River (aka the Family Advice Council). To look after the overall 



wellbeing of family members and arrange community projects such as these, there is the Family 
Forum. 
 

  
Saturn Management Co – the Family Advice Council and the Family Forum Members 
 

 

About Frans and Sareta Schütte: 

Frans and Sareta’s passion for business is only surpassed by their love for their people. Their 
transcending family values are a fundamental cornerstone, not only for Kilima, but for all the 
businesses in the Schütte Legacy: Integrity, Piety and Stewardship. 
 
Their combined knowledge in different business sectors, such as hospitality, game breeding, 
agriculture, law, events, hunting, retail, fashion etc, has given them an inevitable edge when it 
comes to all sectors of strategic planning and execution. They are a power team, challenging 
and fortifying each other at every peak and valley. This flows directly through to the teams they 
employ to help manage the combined force of 29 businesses. 
 
 

   
Frans and Sareta Schütte 
 
They also belief that by contributing to conservation of fauna and flora, pursuing sustainable 
practices and investing in the education and empowerment of passionate people, they are 
actively making decisions every day that will have a lasting impact for generations to come. This is 
what Stewardship is all about. 
 
 



   
Projects they invest in: The Spekboom-project, Relocating Rhino’s and Rehabilitation of indigenous fauna. 
 

     
Frans and Sareta with some of their grandchildren – the future of the Schütte Legacy. 
 

 
Frans’s Children, FLTR: Rassie and Adele Luus, Carissa Winterbach, Frans Snr and Sareta, Jacques Winterbach, Simoné 
and Frans jnr Schütte 
 
 

 

 



From our Covid Survivors: 

As the saying goes, every cloud has a silver lining, and in this journey it is evident. Here are some of 
our Covid survivors’ stories: 

 

“COVID 19. Words that, in the past year, changed the world forever. To be honest, COVID was 
something no one expected and no one could really prepare for. For me COVID was a tough 
challenge and still is. The second worst thing was getting the virus itself, but the first worst thing was 
not being sure how many other lives I may have affected negatively by transmitting the virus.  

Not everything was bad though. COVID has taught me to appreciate everything I have in life 
more. The freedom to move around as I wish, the family and relationships I have as well as the job 
I get to keep because of the amazing people I work for. These are the things COVID made me 
really thankful for.  

I think a lot of people went through some rough times in the last year. But one thing is for certain ;  

No threat, big or small, is going to bring us down forever. We are strong and determined and we 
will rise greater and higher than ever after this pandemic.” 

Ockert Fernandes 
Marketing assistant 
Saturn Management Company 
Tzaneen 

 

“Coming face to face with the harsh reality, the very real possibility that I can die... this made me 
reassess my entire life. My priorities.  

I chose to fight. To not give up. I have way too much to loose.  

I decided to fight. To pray.  

COVID has reminded me of how strong I really am and of how many people I have that love and 
support me. 

COVID reminded me that I am a fighter and I will never give up, I will stumble and I will fall, but I 
will always stand back up. 

I am brave. I am strong and COVID-19 cannot take that away from me.” 

Liezl Clegg 
General Manager 
Kilima Private Game Reserve and Spa 
Gravelotte 

 

“As a Covid-19 Survivor I can say without doubt that I’m grateful to be alive. I’ve had many friends 
and family members who’ve suffered much more than I did and some were hospitalised at 
Mediclinic Nelspruit. 

I’ve heard the stories of how the staff went above and beyond to make their stay comfortable 
and safe. One of my friends even commented that when it was time for him to go, he was a bit 
sad to go ;0] 

To all the staff at Mediclinic Nelspruit, I salute you and pray you stay healthy and safe and 
blessed.” 

Lonice Wessels 
Group Executive Marketing Officer 



Saturn Management 
Nelspruit 

 
“At times of existential danger, we instinctively desire to be close to our loved ones. This was also 
my most persistent desire during the time I had Covid. It was the denial of physical touch and the 
lack of compassion through hugs and closeness that got to me. Never before was I in a situation 
where what I needed (physically), could bring illness and death to others. Covid is a lonely disease 
and when you fight it, you don’t only fight a deadly virus, you also have to fight the uncertainty 
that accompanies the virus. Being really sick and having no way to tell if I was going to make it, 
was psychologically tough.  
 
Having a close encounter with death and then being left in isolation presented ample of 
opportunity for deep introspection, a luxury our busy schedules do not always allow for. I was 
brought face to face with the most basic questions of life. What am I here for? What have I done 
with my live? Who is truly important in my life? What is it that I truly cherish? These questions lead to 
some painful insights which served as a catalysator for positive change. Covid also helped me to 
slow down and to live one day at a time. I am now doing a better job of being present and more 
mindful.  
 
The experience and what I have gone through also redefined my view on personal health and 
has forced me to take responsibility for my own health and wellness. I started following a healthy 
eating and exercise plan and have lost 15kg since I’ve recovered from Covid. I am now in better 
shape and feel healthier than before my illness. “ 
 
Maryn Oosthuizen 
Group Executive HR Officer 
Saturn Management 
White River 
 
 

“When I found out I was positive for COVID-19, it was a huge shock. But in the end I was thankful 
for my health. Everyone has a different perspective and their experiences different as well. 

I am glad my experience was manageable. And since then I feel blessed to be a Covid-19 
survivor. 

Charné Möller 
Ambassador of the Family Forum 
Tzaneen 


